Kathleen Newman “Mark Rounding,” 2009, pastel on paper

‘OPEN AIR,
OPEN WATERS”

On view March 1-26
Opening Reception Friday,
March 5, 6-10

Sapere Art/Intuitive Works

The Flat Iron Arts Building

1579 North Milwaukee, Studio 341
Chicago, IL 60622

312-208-1504

Sapere@SapereArt.com

mon-tues, fri-sun 11-6, wed & thurs 11-8

The More You Look the More You
See: The Art of Kathleen Newman
By Krystal Baugher

Kathleen Newman sees color in the
gray. As a plein air style painter—Newman
focuses most of her pastel and oil paint-
ings on nature in its own lighting, including
Chicago in all its different moody shades.

“Nature has its own color palate, its own
wonderful balance,” Chicago-native New-
man says, “Nature has taught me to see
and simplify; to organize the value pat-
terns, shapes, edges and color.” Her new
series “Open Air, Open Waters” will be run-
ning March 1 through the 26th at Sapere
Art/Intuitive Works. Located amongst 3
dozen artist studios and galleries in the his-
toric Flat Iron Arts Building in the Chicago

Kathleen Newman “Morning Harbor,” 2009, oil on canvas

neighborhood of Wicker Park, Sapere Art
specializes in contemporary art from Chi-
cago and Midwest based artists.

“I'm excited to bring the bright lights and
colors of wonderful sailing weather into
the gallery, especially at the end of a cold
winter in Chicago,” Sapere Art/Intuitive
Works gallery owner Gary Marr says. The
series will focus on one of Newman’s fa-
vorite painting subjects, water. As a sailor
herself, Newman spends plenty of time in
the elements responding to the currents.
“Water is my favorite thing to paint because
of the lighting and the idea of a body of
water and its substance, its reflective and
translucent qualities that make it so chal-
lenging to capture.”

Newman has been a professional studio
artist for twenty years, studying at both
the Chicago’s American Academy of Art
and The School of the Art Institute. She is
skilled not only in oil, but in watercolor and
pastel as well. The plein air style takes New-
man out of her isolated studio and into the
fresh Chicago air. “l just love being outside,”
she says, “When you spend three hours
on site, the neighborhood walks by you.”
People are always coming up to Newman
while she’s painting outside and though it
can be a distraction she always finds it re-
warding. “l love educating the public about
what artists do, answering their questions;
overall it’s been positive, people like meet-
ing artists.”
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